
 
Luxembourg 2026 

Hosted by 

 
 

Meeting Hotel:  Meliá Luxembourg 

1 Park Drai Eechelen  



Schedule 
Delegates only Accompanying Guests only Everybody 

Thursday, 16 April Attire: Business Casual 

18:00 

18:45 

Apéritif at Casa Duques Bar Melia Hotel 

Welcome Paul Hopkins, IBLC Chair and Mario Di Stefano, Managing Partner of DSM 

New Faces1 

19:00 

21:00 

Opening Dinner and informal networking at Casa Duques Restaurant Melia Hotel  

Friday, 17 April  General Attire: Business Casual Attire Guest Program: Casual  
Meeting Room: Conference 3+2 Coffee Breaks: Foyer  

From 6:00 Breakfast at Casa Duques Restaurant 

9:00 

 

9:05 

9:10 

 

Welcome 

• Paul Hopkins, IBLC Chair 

• Mario di Stefano, MP DSM 

Keynote 

• Paul Schonenberg, Chairman and CEO, American Chamber of Commerce in 
Luxembourg 

9:25 Legal Tech, AI Regulation, AI IP & Compliance with AI (65 minutes) 

• Mario Di Stefano 

• Sven Tjarks 

• Michael Radin 

• Rick Holzer 

9:30 

 

11:30 

Accompanying Guests Visit Bock Casemates 

Meet guide in lobby (near front desks). People suffering from claustrophobia or cardiac 
insufficiency are advised not to visit (low ceilings, uneven steps, unsuitable ground for 
walking aids) 

10:30 Coffee Break  

11:00 

 

 

 

12:00 

Contract Clauses from Civil, Common and Chinese Law Perspectives (60 minutes) 

• Hendrik Thies 

• Paul Hopkins 

• Peter Pang 

Keeping Peace in the Family: Luxembourg Partnerships as a Solution for Protecting 
Family Assets (30 minutes) 

• Pierre-Siffrein Guillet 

12:30 Quick😊 networking lunch for delegates in Casa Duques Restaurant 

13:30 Meet at hotel restaurant’s sliding doors to walk to European Court of Justice Bring ID 

 Accompanying Guests who wish to join the visit to the European Court of Justice must be 
at the Court to meet up with the delegate group at 14:00 at rue Charles Léon Hammes, or 
at 13:30 at the hotel restaurant sliding doors. Bring Your ID 

14:00 

 

Visitors' Entrance - Rue Charles-Léon Hammes, European Cour of Justice 

IDENTITY CONTROL & SECURITY CHECK Each visitor must carry a form of identification (ID card, passport, or 
driver’s license). Electronic ID cards are not accepted. Only individuals who have been registered in advance 

 
1 First time attendees of new or existing members: Abdullah Alturki, DSM first-timers; Joan Kasozi, Michal Kucharczyk, Jack 

McLaughlin, Nicola Noth, Thomas Plattner, Jacqui Rook, Maciej Trąbski; Attendees from Observer Firms: Rachel Ashley, Christine 

Borfiga, Miloš Petaković 



 

 

 

14:50 

 
15:35 

16:20 

will be allowed access to the buildings. Visitors, their hand luggage, and personal belongings, must pass 
through a metal detector. Visitors are strongly advised to refrain from bringing travel luggage. To avoid any 
issues with the Luxembourg police, please consult their website regarding prohibited items in public spaces: 
https://police.public.lu/fr/legislation/armes-prohibees.html 

Salle Visiteurs: General presentation of the Court of Justice by Mr J. Zasada, Administrator, 
Communication Directorate 

Guided tour of the Court's Buildings 

End of program 

18:00 Meet at The Roof Bar of Le Sud Restaurant for 

Cocktails sponsored by DSM Avocats 

19:00 Dinner at Le Sud Restaurant 

21:00 Individual Return to Hotel 

The Roof Bar of Le Sud is happy to accept your individual orders after dinner in case you 
like to have a night cap there. It is our understanding that the Bar is open until 1:00 am. 

Saturday, 18 April General Attire: Business Casual or Casual  
Meeting Room: Conference 3+2 Coffee Break: Foyer  

From 6:00 Breakfast at Casa Duques Restaurant 

9:00 

 

9:20 

9:40 

Law Firm Management and Marketing 

• Law Firm General Counsel, Dan Gardenswartz 

• Business Development and Recruiting, Comi Sharif 

• Leveraging Network Relationships to Win Cross-Border Investment Projects – A Case 

Study, Maciej Trąbski and Michal Kucharczyk 

10:30 Coffee Break 

11:00 

 

11:15 

11:30 

11:40 

IBLC AGM Internal Agenda 

• Membership KKZ, Wuthqa, Vatier (Obs), Gecić Law (Obs) ... 2 

• Council Candidates, Chair3 

• Future Meetings4 

• Organizational Tweaks? 

12:00 Gather in Downstairs Lobby for drive to Vianden 

13:15 Arrive in Vianden for a Tartes Flambées Lunch at Hotel Petry 

14:30 Hop on bus to go from Hotel Petry to Castle Vianden 

15:00 Visit Vianden Castle (one-hour guided tour) 

16:00 Bus return from Vianden Castle to Hotel 

19:00 

21:00 

Start of Closing Dinner at Restaurant El Barrio  

Sunday, 19 April  

 Breakfast at Casa Duques Restaurant at your leisure 

 Individual Departure 
 

 
2 Up to 3 minutes each to introduce firm 
3 Up to 2 minutes each to campaign 
4 Copenhagen 2-4 October 2026 (Steen), Bilbao May 2027 (Martín), Singapore 12-14 November 2027 (Caroline); Berlin May 2028 

(Sven or Hendrik) 

https://police.public.lu/fr/legislation/armes-prohibees.html
https://le-sud.lu/the-roof/
https://le-sud.lu/
https://le-sud.lu/
https://www.elbarrio.lu/en/


IBLC Members Representatives 

 

• Carlos H. Alayza Bettocchi, 
charlie@alayzalegal.com.pe, Alayza 
Consultores Legales SCRL, 
http://www.alayzalegal.com.pe, Lima, Peru. 

• Noel L. Allen, nla@allen-pinnix.com, Allen & 
Pinnix P.A., https://www.allenpinnix.net/, 
Raleigh, North Carolina, United States. 

• Abdullah Abdulrahman Alturki, 
abdullah@wuthqa.sa, Wuthqa Professional 
Consulting, https://www.wuthqa.sa/, Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia. 

• Rachel Ashley (OBSERVER), 
r.ashley@vatier.com, Vatier, 
https://www.vatier.com/, Paris, France. 

• Anca Baitan, anca.baitan@mprpartners.com, 
MPR Partners | Maravela, Popescu & Asociatii, 
http://www.mprpartners.com, Bucharest, 
Romania. 

• Christine Borfiga (OBSERVER), 
c.borfiga@vatier.com, Vatier, 
https://www.vatier.com/, Paris, France. 

• Alex Butler, Alex.Butler@geldards.com, 
Geldards LLP, http://www.geldards.com, 
Cardiff, Wales, United Kingdom. 

• Riccardo G. Cajola, rgc@cajola.com, Cajola & 
Associati, http://www.cajola.com, Milan, Italy. 

• José Cochingyan III, 
josecochingyan@cochingyanlaw.com, 
Cochingyan & Partners Law Offices, 
http://cochingyanlaw.net/, Makati City, 
Philippines. 

• Michael Alan Dailey, 
mad1111111@icloud.com, Anderson Dailey 
LLP, http://www.andersondailey.com, Atlanta, 
Georgia, United States. 

• Allan B. Diamond, 
adiamond@diamondmccarthy.com, Diamond 
McCarthy LLP, 
http://www.diamondmccarthy.com, Houston, 
Texas, United States. 

• Vincent Domon, v.domon@endrix.com, IECnet 
- Endrix, Champs-sur-Marne, France. 

• Emmanuel Dubois, dubois@triplet.com, 
TRIPLET Carat Legal, http://www.triplet.com, 
Paris, France. 

• Frank Fazio, ffazio@pbnlaw.com, Porzio, 
Bromberg & Newman PC, https://pbnlaw.com/, 
Morristown, New Jersey, United States. 

• Daniel E. Gardenswartz, 
dgardenswartz@swsslaw.com, Solomon Ward 
Seidenwurm & Smith, LLP, http://swsslaw.com, 
San Diego, California, United States. 

• Edward J. Heiser, Jr., edward.heiser@iblc.com, 
IBLC Emeritus, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, United 
States. 

• Jeremy Heywood, 
jeremy.heywood@bcrlawllp.com, BCR Law 
LLP, http://www.bcrlawjersey.com, St. Helier, 
Jersey, Channel Islands. 

• Richard J. Holzer, rholzer@hpdlaw.com, Holzer 
Patel Drennan, http://hpdlaw.com/, Denver, 
Colorado, United States. 

• Paul M. Hopkins, paul.hopkins@geldards.com, 
Geldards LLP, http://www.geldards.com, 
Cardiff, Wales, United Kingdom. 

• Steen Jørgensen, sj@trolle-law.dk, Trolle 
Advokatfirma, https://trolle-law.dk/home/, 
Fredericia, Denmark. 

• Joan Kasozi jkasozi@cambridgellp.com, 
Cambridge LLP, 
https://www.cambridgellp.com/, Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada. 

• Michal Kucharczyk, m.kucharczyk@kkz.com.pl, 
Kopeć & Zaborowski, 
https://www.kkz.com.pl/en/, Warsaw, Poland. 

• John D. McLaughlin, 
jmclaughlin@ciardilaw.com, Ciardi Ciardi & 
Astin, http://www.ciardilaw.com, Wilmington, 
Delaware, United States. 

• Nicola Noth, nnoth@lalive.law, LALIVE SA, 
https://www.lalive.law/, Zurich, Switzerland. 

• Peter C. Pang, ppang@ipopang.com, IPO Pang 
Shenjun, http://www.ipopang.com, Shanghai, 
China. 

• Miloš Petaković (OBSERVER), 
milos.petakovic@geciclaw.com, Gecić | Law, 
https://geciclaw.com, Belgrade, Serbia. 

• Denis Philippe, dphilippe@philippelaw.eu, 
Philippe & Partners, 
http://www.philippelaw.eu/, Brussels, Belgium. 



• Thomas Plattner, thomas.plattner@ospelt-
law.li, Ospelt & Partner Rechtsanwälte AG, 
https://www.ospelt-law.li/en, Schaan, 
Liechtenstein. 

• Michael J. Radin, MRadin@goodwin.com, 
Shipman & Goodwin LLP, 
https://www.shipmangoodwin.com/, Boston, 
Massachusetts, United States. 

• Martín Recalde, 
mrecalde.legal@lksnext.com, LKS Next 
LEGAL, https://www.lksnext.com, Bilbao, 
Spain. 

• Merce Ribatallada, 
merce.ribatallada@fieldfisher.com, JAUSAS 
(Fieldfisher), https://www.fieldfisher.com, 
Barcelona, Spain. 

• Fernando Rivadeneyra Núñez, 
rtydc@rivtrev.com, Rivadeneyra Treviño M, 
https://rivtrev.com/, Puebla, Mexico. 

• Jacqueline Rook, jrook@brecher.co.uk, 
Brecher LLP, https://www.brecher.co.uk/, 
London, England, United Kingdom. 

• Comi Sharif, 
comran.sharif@koleyjessen.com, Koley 
Jessen P.C., L.L.O., 
http://www.koleyjessen.com/, Omaha, 
Nebraska, United States. 

• Robert A. Solomon, rsolomon@solblum.com, 
Solomon Blum Heymann LLP, 
http://www.solblum.com, New York, New 
York, United States. 

• Martin Spörl, mspoerl@stenger.legal, 
Stenger Rechtsanwälte PartG mbB, 
http://stenger.legal, Hamburg, Germany. 

• Hendrik Thies, hendrik.thies@fgvw.de, 
Friedrich Graf von Westphalen & Partner 
mbB, https://www.fgvw.de, Freiburg, 
Germany. 

• Sven Ufe Tjarks, sven.tjarks@fgvw.de, 
Friedrich Graf von Westphalen & Partner 
mbB, https://www.fgvw.de, Freiburg, 
Germany. 

• Maciej Trąbski, m.trabski@kkz.com.pl, Kopeć 
& Zaborowski, https://www.kkz.com.pl, 
Warsaw, Poland. 

• John van Loo, vanloo@lafayette.nl, LaFayette 
Advocaten, https://lafayette.nl, Amsterdam, 
Netherlands. 

• Anniek van Zutven, vanzutven@lafayette.nl, 
LaFayette Advocaten, https://lafayette.nl, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands. 

• Jovita Vassallo, jvassallo@brecher.co.uk, 
Brecher LLP, https://www.brecher.co.uk/, 
London, England, United Kingdom. 

• Joan Vidal de Llobatera, 
Joan.Vidal@fieldfisher.com, JAUSAS 
(Fieldfisher), https://www.fieldfisher.com, 
Barcelona, Spain. 

• Jim Zipursky, jaz@cfaomaha.com, Corporate 
Finance Associates Worldwide, 
http://www.cfaw.com, Omaha, Nebraska, 
United States. 

IBLC Representative 
Christian Campbell, christian.campbell@iblc.com, 
International Business Law Consortium, 
https://iblc.com, Salzburg, Austria 

Host Representatives 
• Melissa Chito, mchito@dsm.legal 

• Mario Di Stefano, mdistefano@dsm.legal  

• Pierre-Siffrein Guillet, psguillet@dsm.legal 

• Cathy Nelson, cnelson@dsm.legal 

• Alex Pham, apham@dsm.legal 

DSM Avocats à la Cour, https://www.dsm.legal; 

Luxembourg 

Accompanying Guests 
• Sandra Allen (guest of Noel Allen) 

• Debra Daniels (guest of Mike Radin)  

• Ann Fazio (guest of Frank Fazio) 

• Frank Fazio, Jr. (guest of Frank Fazio) 

• Allison Gardenswartz (guest of Dan 
Gardenswartz) 

• Sonia Ghenia (guest of Emmanuel Dubois) 

• Doris Heiser (guest of Ed Heiser) 

• Heather Holzer (guest of Rick Holzer) 

• Kathleen McLaughlin (guest of Jack 
McLaughlin)  

• Sam Radin (guest of Mike Radin) 

 

 


	Meeting Hotel:  Meliá Luxembourg

